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FIREARMS AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2014 — DISALLOWANCE 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON PAUL BROWN (Agricultural) [5.07 pm]: I will wrap up very quickly. I do not think I need to labour the 
point I was making, other than to say that I have a piece of paper in front of me at the moment — 

Hon Ken Travers: We wanted to ask you how much it cost you to play under-9s. 

Hon PAUL BROWN: I was going to go on and talk about my prowess, but I thought I had better get on with 
real business. 
The terms of reference, which are on the commission’s website, require the commission to — 

1. Provide advice on and recommend appropriate legislative … 
It is quite lengthy — 

2. Provide advice on and recommend appropriate legislative changes regarding penalties for firearm 
offences … 
3. Review of any relevant issues arising from recent ‘Operation Unification’, the Auditor General’s 
Reports on the firearms licensing, Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation Report 68 … and 
any other relevant Parliamentary Inquiry. 
4. Provide advice on any other relevant matters. 
… 
Stakeholders are also welcome to provide information relevant to the terms of reference at any time. 

I encourage all gun owners and gun clubs, sporting shooters’ associations and professional shooters’ associations 
to make submissions to the review and let it know the implications of the current legislation, and also what 
implications any changes to the legislation may hold for them. 

The position we held last time around in February has not changed. Although I sympathise with 
Hon Rick Mazza, the changes are small. In fact, some of the changes are in the negative. If we were to disallow 
these changes, we would be disadvantaging some people to whom these fees apply. In short, my 
National colleagues and I will not be supporting the disallowance motion. 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.09 pm]: I rise to support the comments of Hon Kate Doust in support 
of the motion put by Hon Rick Mazza. I wish to make some brief comments on behalf of the electorate 
I represent, the Agricultural Region. Here we have yet another broken Liberal–National promise. I am told that 
a commitment was made to Hon Rick Mazza that this matter would be addressed, the review would be done, the 
true cost of recovery would be lowered and gun licence fees would not be raised. Fees are being raised and the 
review has not been done and does not look as though it will get done any time soon. I think that 
Hon Rick Mazza has been sold a pup by the conservatives once again. I am sure that Hon Rick Mazza knows 
how former Premier Alan Carpenter felt when he was given a commitment by the Nationals that they would 
form government with him, only for them to walk away from it. I am sure that he knows exactly how 
Hon Rick Mazza feels about this issue right now. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, members! Hon Darren West has the call. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Once again, we come back to the commitments that are made and walked away from 
because the government has trashed the state’s finances. We no longer have a AAA credit rating, and I heard last 
week that Western Australia’s economy is now not the strongest in Australia; it is now the second strongest 
economy in Australia behind that of New South Wales. Fancy that! A state with such enormous gas, iron ore, 
gold and other resources cannot even outperform the other states of Australia. It is total fiscal mismanagement 
by this government. 

I support the motion. Farmers—there are many farmers in the Agricultural Region—find that to do their job, 
they need to carry a number of licensed firearms. For instance, most farms will have in a cabinet somewhere 
a common garden .22 calibre rifle that is used for popping off a few rabbits, killing animals in distress or 
shooting animals that will be hung for their own consumption. There will often be a higher powered rifle such as 
a .222 rifle for long-range shooting of foxes and other feral animals on the farm. There will often be a small-bore 
shotgun, such as a .410 gun that smaller people can use to shoot snakes and other vermin around the house yard. 
There is also usually a shotgun or two of different persuasions in a gun cabinet. Farmers and pastoralists will 
carry several firearms. The last two increases in the fees for these firearms have been quite significant. I do not 
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agree with any of them. The processes that the government uses are so old and out of date that it is no wonder 
the fees are so expensive. 

I come back to the point. Why do we have to have full cost recovery for everything the government does? We 
never have full cost recovery for public transport, schools or health. We pay our taxes. We usually pay lots of 
stamp duty and taxes, so why do we need full cost recovery? However, the government has said that it has to 
have full cost recovery, so we will go with that. Let us make the system more streamlined, but I still question 
why our sector has to have full cost recovery for everything the government does. This applies not just to 
shooters; it applies to farmers, pastoralists and other people. 

I heard Hon Rick Mazza refer to the Queen’s Prize, which reminded me of a rather large photo hanging in the 
Goomalling Farmers Club of a gentleman called Robin Baird, who is sadly no longer with us. Robin Baird, who 
was the local mechanic, was a former winner of the Queen’s Prize and went to England to shoot, and he met the 
Queen. 

What I like is that Hon Rick Mazza is standing up for his core constituency—that is, the Agricultural Region and 
people who shoot and fish; they elected him to Parliament—unlike many of his conservative colleagues, who are 
refusing to do so. Last time around, the majority of country-based Liberals supported the increase in fees by not 
backing Hon Rick Mazza’s disallowance motion, and so did the Nationals. I think Hon Rick Mazza had a fairly 
thinly veiled swipe at Hon Paul Brown when he quoted what the member said in the house, but we all know how 
the WA Nationals voted on the motion, and it seems that they will vote that way again. It is easy to talk, but the 
Agricultural Region and regional businesspeople need support. Members opposite should stand up for them. 
When they lose touch, they will lose government. They have sincerely lost touch on the tier 3 rail lines, the 
year 7 move, the cuts to schools and the delays in hospital upgrades. They have lost touch on all those issues and 
let us all down in that regard. 

The motion should be supported at least by all regional members of Parliament. I think it is a reasonable motion. 
Something needs to be addressed in this area. I look forward to seeing how my regional colleagues will vote. 
I look forward to seeing how Minister Baston, Parliamentary Secretary Chown, Hon Nigel Hallett, 
Hon Brian Ellis, Hon Mark Lewis, Hon Robyn McSweeney, Hon Dave Grills, Hon Martin Aldridge, 
Hon Col Holt, Hon Paul Brown, Hon Jacqui Boydell and Hon Robin Chapple will vote on this issue, because 
I assure the house that the regional MPs on this side will vote to support their regional electorates. I look forward 
to seeing how the debate goes. I hope that enough members on the other side are happy to support 
Hon Rick Mazza in his pursuits and in standing up for his electorate and the people who voted for him. Members 
probably should try it some time. 

HON MARK LEWIS (Mining and Pastoral) [5.15 pm]: I have a couple of comments. The great thing about 
sitting at the end of this row of seats is that generally I get to have the last say, because I am the last member to 
be seen, so that is very good. What I would like to say has already been said, so I will be very quick and just 
wrap up. I was pleased that the Deputy Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation stood 
and had his say, because I think that is the issue that we have to deal with at the moment. Hon Darren West can 
rabbit on about it as much as he likes, but, at the end of the day, the substantive motion is on the issue that was 
considered by the delegated legislation committee, and that is, as we heard a number of times, that it is within 
power—end of story. I think everybody is in violent agreement with Hon Rick Mazza about the issues with the 
review and the need for the review. 

Hon Darren West interjected. 

Hon MARK LEWIS: I do not know whether Hon Darren West understands it, but the substantive motion is 
about the Firearms Amendment Regulations and whether it was within power, and it is within power. All 
members of the delegated legislation committee, including members of the Labor Party, agreed with that. There 
is no minority report, so I do not know where the member is getting that from. 

At the end of the day, I think we are all in violent agreement with Hon Rick Mazza about the need for a review. 
One might argue about the timeliness of the review, and I can only say that I agree that we need to bring it 
forward as quickly as we can so that all the issues we have debated today are dealt with. At the end of the day, 
I agree with the delegated legislation committee and I will not support the motion. 

HON NIGEL HALLETT (South West) [5.18 pm]: I have a lot of sympathy for Hon Rick Mazza’s motion. 
I do not think anyone in this chamber would be more in touch with the people involved in the firearms system 
than the honourable member. I remember the earlier debate very clearly, and I think the honourable member took 
it in good faith that there was a commitment to revisit the licensing fees in particular. Although the 
Attorney General said that the system is about cost recovery, we saw a change from a clear, proven system that 
was easy to use and had very accurate records to a very clumsy system involving Australia Post. As the 
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Attorney General said, an application goes from Australia Post to the police and back to Australia Post, all of 
which is costing. There is an in-built cost of some $50 that just does not need to be there.  

Let us look at road transport. We do not go to Australia Post to make an application; we go to the Department of 
Transport. Let us look at recreational hunting in Victoria. It is worth a lot of money to the Victorian economy—
some $400-odd million. I cannot understand why we have introduced a clumsy system. A lot of guns return 
a good dollar to this state. For sure there are types of guns that we do not want, but they will always be here. 
Whether we double the increase in licence fees or whatever, they will always come across the border into the 
state somehow and be freely available in the market. I think the mums and dads, the recreational users of 
firearms, are under pressure from the department on licensing their firearms. I certainly have a lot of sympathy 
for this motion. 

HON RICK MAZZA (Agricultural) [5.21 pm] — in reply: I want to thank everybody for their contribution 
today. I did appreciate a lot of the comments that were made and I did not appreciate others. My initial speech 
was far ranging but it was designed to point out a lot of the nonsense in the current system under the Firearms 
Act and a lot of the issues facing firearms owners who are paying a gold-star price and getting very poor service. 
The fees and charges in Western Australia do not even provide for a pensioner discount. There are a lot of 
pensioners who like shooting as a recreational pastime. It is probably the only government service that does not 
provide a pensioner discount, which is very disappointing. A comment was made—I think by the 
Attorney General—that it is a user-pays system and that if firearms owners want a registry and all that sort of 
thing, then they and not the community have to pay for it. I do not agree with that. The community is the one that 
would benefit from a registry, which is about recording the firearms and making sure that people are fit and 
proper to own a firearms licence. A registry would be a community benefit. I do not think that it would be 
unreasonable for the community to contribute to that registry and that program. I think there is certainly some 
scope for there to be subsidised fees, given that the fees are so very high. 

Other comments were made that the review of the Firearms Act has been in place since February or March. I am 
here to tell members that that is also not true. In February the terms of reference were posted on the website and 
absolutely nothing happened until August—some six months later. In fact, at an estimates hearing in this place 
I asked the Attorney General about the progress of the review of the Firearms Act. He told me at that time that 
no-one had even been appointed to undertake the review—some six months after the terms of reference were 
posted! It was quite easy to post the terms of reference on the website and provide a few notes about what the 
review would entail. Then crickets for six months!  

It will be 2015 before the report is due, and we know that we will not have a review of that act in an election 
year. In the meantime we will still have this dysfunctional, clunky system. The government needs to consider 
that there is a lot of scope in the current Firearms Act to improve the system. We do not necessarily need 
a review to get a decent return on cost recovery. There is actually a hell of a lot of scope within the current 
Firearms Act to improve the system, to make it more efficient and to reduce those fees. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken, the Deputy President casting her vote with the ayes, with the following 
result — 

Ayes (13) 

Hon Alanna Clohesy Hon Adele Farina Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich Hon Samantha Rowe (Teller) 
Hon Stephen Dawson Hon Nigel Hallett Hon Sally Talbot  
Hon Kate Doust Hon Rick Mazza Hon Ken Travers  
Hon Sue Ellery Hon Robyn McSweeney Hon Darren West  

Noes (20) 

Hon Martin Aldridge Hon Robin Chapple Hon Nick Goiran Hon Mark Lewis 
Hon Ken Baston Hon Jim Chown Hon Dave Grills Hon Lynn MacLaren 
Hon Liz Behjat Hon Peter Collier Hon Alyssa Hayden Hon Michael Mischin 
Hon Jacqui Boydell Hon Brian Ellis Hon Col Holt Hon Helen Morton 
Hon Paul Brown Hon Donna Faragher Hon Peter Katsambanis Hon Phil Edman (Teller) 
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Pair 

 Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson Hon Simon O’Brien 
Question thus negatived.  
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